
A Study in Galatians

Fight for Freedom Pt. 2

Galatians 2: 11-15

Paul continues to build his case for salvation by faith alone.

Let’s look at

● The ____________________ (verses 11-13)

● The ____________________ (verse 14)

● The ____________________(verse 15)

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

Message Application

The Scripture today has Paul relating a very intense story. The incident occurred after

the “Jerusalem Council” that we looked at last week (from Gal 2: 1-10 and Acts 15). The

discussion on what true salvation is was settled. The Jewish church leaders, the “pillars

of the church,” and the apostle to the Gentiles were all on the same page, so to speak.

Salvation was through faith alone. No other requirements were necessary for the

non-Jewish-Christ-followers.

Someone once said, “Believing isn’t the hard part of being a Christian, it’s the doing!”

That’s the situation in the text. Peter is treating his Gentile brothers like, well, brothers.

When some Jewish church leaders show up who have some bigoted beliefs about the

Gentiles; we see Peter step back from treating the Gentiles as equals. It reminds me of a

story I read recently.

There was a teacher who bought a lottery ticket in the summer. He had bought the July

8 ticket at a Shell gas bar on Dupont St. in Toronto, put it on his fridge and took off for

a summer vacation with his girlfriend, backpacking in Europe and “counting my

pennies,’’ oblivious to the fact he had millions of dollars waiting for him at home. It

wasn’t until he was back teaching at school that he decided to check a stack of tickets at

a grocery store. At first he thought he’d won $21,000 and that made him pretty happy.

Then he talked on the phone with the lottery spokesman who said, no, it was $21.4

million. He dropped the phone. “I was frozen. I couldn’t believe it,’’ he said. He played

hooky Tuesday to pick up his prize.
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I think this is the way many of us accept the gospel. We acquire the Good News then

tack it up on our spiritual bulletin board to really look at it when we get the chance. The

Gospel doesn’t really change us. That’s a sad fact.

The Gospel had radically changed the Apostle Paul. He lived the Christian  life. He

talked the talk but also walked the walk. Paul wouldn’t ignore the 900 pound elephant in

the room; so he confronted Peter. It was not easy I’m sure and it may have caused some

waves but it was the right thing to do!

Because of what Paul did the Gentile Christians were truly accepted in the Church of

Christ the way Christ intended it.

My Christian brothers and sisters, what about your walk with Jesus? Are you a Peter or

Paul when the rubber meets the road?

You live with just as many false teachings going on as when Paul was alive. When you

are faced with threats to the essential teachings of the Bible like salvation by faith alone,

the sanctity of life or identity issues to name a few; where do you stand?

Here are some things to think about this week:

1. Do you know the clear teachings of Christ? Seriously, how can you stand

for truth if you don’t know the truth? For too many this is the starting point in

standing for truth. If you don’t know the essentials of the faith, learn them. If you

don’t know how, call me (708-363-8570 don’t forget to leave a message if you get

Voice Mail). I am here to help.

2. Do you believe the truth enough to defend it? The truth of God is like that

lottery ticket. It is eternal, trustworthy and it is the light in the darkness. The

truth is our treasure. Do you believe it more than those who would harm the

truth? If so then pray that God gives you His boldness to speak and act in the

truth.

3. Do you love the misguided? Most people who you rub shoulders with that are

believing something other than truth are not demons. They are friends, neighbors

and relatives who have bought a pack of lies from a lost culture. Do you love them

enough to speak the truth in love?

That’s enough to meditate on this week. Pray on these questions. Remember what Paul

wrote to the church of Corinth-13 Be on your guard; stand firm in the faith; be

courageous; be strong. 14 Do everything in love. 1 Corinthians 16:13

Peace & Grace,

Wm. Lyons


