
A Study in Galatians

Be A Grown Up

Chapter 4: 1-7; Chapter 3: 26-29

Let’s review!

Paul concludes at the end of Chapter 3 that we are Children of God by Faith.

Chapter 4 begins with another illustration.

Paul says…

● We are no better off than __________.

● We are ________________by Christ.

● We now receive an _____________.

Question: Why?

Why do we _________like ___________?

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

Message Application:

I read a story once where a minister complained to a grocery store owner. The

preacher’s complaint was over some potato chips. These weren’t ordinary chips. It said

on the front of the package that these chips were fat free chips. But on the back of the

bag in the small printed ingredients it clearly said that there was a small percent of fat in

each bag. The minister told the store owner that he was selling “hypocrite” potato chips.

That is the definition of what a hypocrite is. Someone who says they are one thing and

acts the opposite. It is a common reason why people don’t attend churches. People say,

“The church is full of hypocrites! That’s why I don’t go to church.”



I guess I take issue with that excuse. You see Christians are not hypocrites unless they

are pretending to be  Christ-followers.

As Christians we never claim to be perfect. We don’t believe we are a “better” sort of

person then the non-believer. As a matter of fact an authentic Christian is one who

acknowledges that he hasn’t arrived yet. He realizes that he hasn’t earned his standing

with God and is a sinner who is trusting in the finished work of Jesus and not his own

righteousness. The hypocrite is pretending to be perfect or at least better than the one

they are comparing themselves to. I’m sure there are some hypocrites in the church. I

believe there are much more authentic Christians than hypocrites.

I do believe that an authentic Christian does need to live differently than the rest of the

world. Our lives should be marked with an attitude that says, “Christ freed me from the

‘elemental spiritual forces of the world.’ therefore I will live my life to reflect his love

and mercy, and truth, and grace.” We have been made sons and daughters of the Most

High God and we need to act like it.

This week meditate on the fact that you are not enslaved by the dog eat dog, everyone

out for themselves principle of this world. Thank God that as his child you are an heir to

God’s love and grace and riches He has for you in glory!

This week ask yourself if there is any part of you that remains in that slave mentality.

Are you living with a “you’ll get yours” attitude or one of forgiveness and love?

Peace & Grace,

Wm. Lyons


