
Heirs of the Advent

Galatians 4:7; Romans 8: 17; John 14:27

Paul tells us that we have an inheritance.

Part of our inheritance is ___________.

How does Jesus describe this?

● It’s not the _________________.

● It is the ____________________.

● It brings ___________________.

● It makes us ______________.

Have you claimed your inheritance?

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

Message Application

John Lennon and his wife Yoko Ono created a sensation of sorts in May of 1969. The

Lennon’s hosted a “bed protest.” It was the Vietnam Conflict that was being protested

and their efforts got much support for the cause.

Lennon was inspired during this event to write the song “Give Peace a Chance” which

became an anthem for the anti-war movement. There’s a couple things that come to my

mind when I think of Lennon’s call for peace. First, the lyrics are definitely

anti-establishment. When I read them it seems it is saying everything from established

government to religion to the family are the obstacles keeping the world from

experiencing peace. In truth there is good in government as well as bad. There were just

as many government representatives as hippies working toward peace. There were many

religious leaders who supported ending the war. The second observation is that nowhere



in the song or really the “bed protest” is a solution offered. John, you’re saying give

peace a chance, but offer no tangible ideas to bring it about!

That has been humankind’s problem since the great fall. We want peace; we want all the

conflicts to end. Yet, all of our efforts can’t bring lasting peace. We are like the doctor

who treats the symptoms, but never gets to the root of the problem. The obstacle in the

way of experiencing lasting peace is beyond our control. It is our very sinful heart.

The Scripture diagnoses our problem, “9 The heart is deceitful above all things,

and desperately sick;  who can understand it?”

Just like Adam and Eve’s  first response to conflict was to cover over it, ignore it, hide

from it and blame others for the lack of peace; so has been our response today.

There is a Great Physician that offers to give us a new heart. Jesus Christ offers lasting

peace. Peace in the middle of conflict. A peace that refuses to stand with useless, weak

answers for peace. To quote a noteworthy bumper sticker, “Know Jesus, Know Peace.”

So this week ask Jesus to uncover the conflict in your life. Surrender the conflict to him

and allow him to replace it with a peace that passes our understanding.

27 “I am leaving you with a gift—peace of mind and heart. And the peace I give is a

gift the world cannot give. So don’t be troubled or afraid.” Jn 14: 27 NLT

All I am saying is, give peace a chance.
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